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PTA Pipeline
Sand Pine Elementary

It is hard to believe the end of the school year is 
here. Our last General Assembly Meeting/Bingo 
Night was a huge success. Families came together 

to spend an evening filled with excitement and fun. A 
check in the amount of $17,000 was presented to our 
Assistant Principals for the purchase of 17 brand new 
computers. We sadly said farewell to the 2006-2007 

PTA Board and welcomed our new 2007-2008 Board. 

Your PTA has accomplished so many wonderful things 
this past year. In particular, we provided some magnificent 
programs for our students and parents along with 
providing fun family time at Carnival and two Bingo Nights. 
We also donated to our school sufficient funds to purchase 
a total of 25 brand new computers. All these things were 
possible thanks to all the parents who participated in our 
fundraising activities and also the many volunteers who 
kindly gave their valuable time to our PTA. 
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7-11 Teacher Appreciation Week

10	 The Big Bad school production

14	 Reflections Reception

21	 Fifth Grade Disney Quest

23	 Fifth Grade Clapout &  
Last Day of School!

August 2007

20	 First day of school

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Thanks for a great year!

Educational events
Internet Safety (Jan 2007)
Dr. Howes’ presentation (Feb 2007)

Family events
Carnival (Mar 2007)
Bingo Nights (Oct 2006 & Apr 2007)
Ice Cream Social (Sep 2006)

Safety events
Fire Safety House  (Jan 2007)
Ident A Kid (Nov 2006)
Red Ribbon Week (Oct 2006)
Escape School (Sept 2006)

School Communications
Website – English & Spanish 
Newsletter (7 issues)

Contests for pods: 
Internet sign-in Pizza party
PTA membership Popsicle party

Kids events
Reflections: 51 entries with  

7 in Pasco County’s competition
Candy Cane Run: ice pops & 

volunteers
Spirit Day treats
AR Store treats
Holiday & year-end parties

Sponsored Special Breakfasts
Welcome back
Volunteer
Teacher/staff appreciation

Purchases for the school
25 computers
Medical cart
Water fountains
Rug for Media Center
Sports totes for pods

Donations
$4000 Double Branch
$500 John Long Middle
$570 in giftcards to ABC families
$700+ intermediate & primary 

grants
1000+ pounds of food 

300+ lbs to ABC families
710 lbs to Metropolitan 

ministries)

Relay for Life Sand Pine Elementary 
PTA & Staff raised $10,114

Look what our PTA has accomplished this year!
Our PTA’s fundraising 

efforts brought in 
over $35,500 (net) 

benefiting our 
students!

I want to take a moment to 
thank my incredible PTA Board. I 
have been so very privileged to 
work with each one of you. You 
have all done an astounding job 
– words simply cannot express my 
sincere gratitude. You should all 
be very proud of all the things we 
have accomplished this year; I know I am. 

Finally, I hope everyone has a fun and safe summer 
break. I plan to relax for a couple of weeks at the beach 
with my family, then take our annual summer trip to North 
Carolina. It has become our family tradition for the last five 
years to breathe the mountain air, fish, hike and unwind.

It has truly been an honor to serve as your PTA 
President this year. I look forward to an even more 
successful school year in 2007-2008. 

—Mari C. Blank

Please note:
School supplies packages will 
be on sale during registration in 
August. These packages include all 
items (except backpacks) required 
by your child’s teacher.
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The PTA Pipeline is published 7 
times a year and distributed via 
your children. A color version 
of this issue can also be found 
online at www.sandpinepta.org

Principal	 Ginny Yanson

Assist Principals	 Dolly Gauvey &  
	 Heather Wallen

PTA President	 Mari Blank

Editor/Designer	 Dawn Khalil

Contact Dawn via email at  
webmaster@sandpinepta.org 
with any questions regarding 
the newsletter.

Principala note from theThank You 
2006-07 

PTA Board Members

President	 Mari Blank

Treasurer	 Catherine McLain

Secretary	 Deb Rottum

1st VP	 Kim Clarke

Volunteer Coor	 Martine Duncan

Newsletter	 Dawn Khalil

Philathropy	 Sharon Cypriano

Membership	 Stacey Rusch

Public Relations	 Dawn Khalil

Reflections	 Michelle Hunter

Historian	 Kim Clarke

	

2nd VP	 Carol Brower 
	 & Martha Tillery

Hospitality	 Luisa Ojeda-Vera 

Fundraising	 Carol Brower

Spirit Day	 Lisa Valenta

Team Party	 Cheryl Riley

Health & Safety	 Leah Marmol

Bingo	 Camille Lovelace

Carnival Chair	 Peggy D’Alessandro

Programs	 Lisa Valenta

Recognitions	 Valerie Ryan

Teacher Appr	 Mindy Moser

Prim Teacher	 Lisa Steers

Interm Teacher	 Nadine Lambert

School Vol Coor	 Jane Comer

Donations	 Darlene Basi

Legislative	 Mari Blank

Website	 Dawn Khalil 
	 & Carlos Vera

Dear Parents,

We have had a most successful school year. Now, we 
are preparing for many end of the year activities. Our fifth 
graders are excited about their end-of-year trip to Disney 
Quest on May 21st. I just visited the media center where 
our art teachers are currently putting together our annual 
art show featuring student art work from the school year. 
Every student has at least one piece on display. The show 
will be open all week for our school community to view. 
The creativity of our students is amazing. Every year seems 
to get better and better. Please come by.

Our school play will be the evening of May 10th, at 7 
PM in our school cafeteria. This year our students will be 
presenting, “The Big Bad.”  Tickets are currently on sale 
before school in front of the portables. We are asking for a 
$1 donation per ticket. A good idea might be to come a bit 
early, visit the art show, then attend the play. The art show 
will be open until 7 PM that night.

Several parents have inquired about Kindergarten 
Camp. We will be offering our camp in August. The cost 
will be $75 per student for a five-day program. The days, 
however, will be half days. We will be sending more 
information regarding the camp prior to the last week 
of school. If you have a friend or neighbor who has a 
child beginning kindergarten in the Fall, please let them 
know that we do offer a Kindergarten Camp. Our camp is 
only for Sand Pine students. They may call the school for 
information.

FCAT results are just starting to arrive. Our third 
grade students performed exceptionally well. Along with 
Longleaf Elementary, Pine View Elementary, and Trinity 
Oaks Elementary, the percentage of students scoring at the 
proficient levels (Level 3 and above) in reading is 80% or 
above. Congratulations third graders!

Our final activity for the year will be clapping out our 
fifth grade class on Wednesday, May 23, 2007. This a great 
tradition but a bit sad at the same time. We wish our fifth 
graders much success in middle school. Parents are invited 
to attend this event.

I wish all of you a restful and fun summer and l look 
forward to working with you and your children next year.

Sincerely,
Ginny L. Yanson, Principal

Art teachers Mr. Styles and Mrs. Roman  
set up for the art show

www.sandpinepta.org
Our PTA website has come a long way this year as our web 

team sharpened their skills! Hits to the site grew from 180 in 
October 2006 to 8,350 in March 2007!

Thanks go to Carlos Vera for all the technical work behind the 
scenes. Carlos has always been eager to help with any computer 
issue and jumps at the chance to put together a web contest. Our 
Spanish site would not be possible without him.  

In addition to all our newsletters in color, pictures of this 
year’s events can be found on the site. Check back throughout the 
summer, as I will continue to post information regarding Sand Pine.

—Dawn Khalil, Webmaster

Go to our 
website and 
vote for next 
years T-shirt 

design!
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&Technology News
Media

Book Fair Beach was such a 
tremendous success, thanks to all of 
your support! We had record-breaking 
sales for a spring book fair. The media/
reading/technology specialists will 
split the cash profit of $3,375 to buy 
materials, technology, and reading 
incentives to support their programs, 
and the media center added $1,350 
worth of free books to its collection. 
We especially thank all of our 
wonderful book fair volunteers, as we 
couldn’t do it without you!

All media center materials (books 
& video kits) were due on May 9, 
2007. Please make sure your child has 
returned all of the school’s materials. 

Have a wonderful summer and 
remember to visit and support our 
local public library summer reading 
programs!

— Mrs. Pope, Media Specialist

Sand Pine Relay for Life 
Team raised over $10,000 
to help find a cure 

April 20th’s Relay for Life was an 
unforgettable event remembering 
those lost to cancer and celebrating 
those who have survived.  This year’s 
Relay honored the memory of last 
year’s PTA President, Cheryl Komsky. 

Students of Sand Pine raised 
over $900 during our Hat Parade 
supporting our Relay for Life team. 

For more pictures of the event, visit 
our website at www.sandpinepta.org

Thank you so much to the PTA (and the parents, students, and community 
members that attended the carnival) for the generous donation, which will allow 
us to purchase 17 new computers. This generous gift, combined with our reduced 
size next year, has greatly contributed to our ability to meet our goal this year to 
have a modern computer lab for students and staff and our goal to start the fall 
with 2 modern computers in each classroom for student use. Many thanks!

As summer approaches, Sand Pine students will likely be going online 
during their many free summer hours. The web can be a fantastic and exciting 
place for learning; check out the Sand Pine “For Students” area for some great 
links to educational games and activities. Unfortunately, the web can also be a 
place where students might run into inappropriate materials or even predators. 
To prevent students from dangerous and negative encounters, supervise 
Internet use carefully and encourage computer use in “public” areas of your 
home, rather than in a bedroom behind closed doors. Talk to your child about 
appropriate Internet use; try letting your child take the responsibility of making 
up an Internet use contract for both of you to sign. Finally, remember that 
MySpace is not appropriate for elementary children; their minimum age limit 
is 14. Pasco County Schools block MySpace access on all of their computers. If 
you discover your child has a MySpace page, report it to MySpace, and it will be 
immediately removed. Additionally, talk to your child about why MySpace is not 
appropriate for young children. If you need more information about talking to 
your child about Internet Safety, check out the PTA’s Internet Safety link (http://
www.sandpinepta.org/pages/internetsafety.html) or our new Internet safety 
parent resource guide under the School Publications link under the For Parents 
menu on the Sand Pine Website.

— Mrs. Lattke, Technology Specialist 
Mrs. Chitty, Media/Technology Assistant

Keep Recycling!

Did you know 
that Sand Pine 
PTA received over 
$4000 this year in 

newspaper recycling proceeds from the 
dumpsters in Meadow Pointe I and II 
clubhouses? Please continue to help us 
by recycling your newspapers and placing 
them in these dumpsters. Together we 
can make a difference.

For the summer, save those old cell 
phones, empty laser and inkjet cartridges 
from printers, copiers and fax machines. 
When school starts up again in August, 
you can drop them off at school in the 
collection areas. Remember that every 
cartridge or cell phone we receive is 
money for our school. 

Save those Box Tops

Earn Cash for our School 
with Box Tops for Education! 

1. Clip Box Tops.
2. Send Box Tops to School in the fall.
3. Our School Earns Cash!!

Save those Campbell’s 
Labels this Summer!

This program awards schools 
free educational merchandise! 

Don’t forget Sand Pine 
over the Summer!
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If you can read this, thank a teacher.
—Anonymous

Reading SpecialistsFrom Our

Jane Comer & Angie Westbrook

A Summer of Fun Learning
You can make sure your children’s summer vacation is enriching and entertaining by introducing 

them to new experiences, encouraging them to pursue their own interests – and combining reading 
and writing with their new adventures. Throughout the summer, take advantage of local resources 
and everyday activities to read with your children and help them learn. For example:

Check out the library. Take your children to the library regularly. See if your library has a 
summer club, story hours, or other reading events. -Visit parks, zoos, and nature centers. Visit 
the library afterward and get books on favorite animals and field guides to help identify 
wildlife in your area.

Go to museums, science centers, and historical sites. Many have extended summer hours, 
special exhibitions, and hands-on activities for children.

Read up on your trip. If you are traveling, involve your children in the planning. Read about the 
trip together and highlight your route on a map.

Encourage pen pals. If your children will be separated from good friends for the summer, 
suggest that they write to each other. If they have access to e-mail, have them write online.

Share the fun of reading. Encourage your children to swap books with their friends. Host a 
book party and invite the guests to come dressed as their favorite characters. 

&

&

&

&
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Odyssey  
of the Mind

Many Sand Pine Elementary students participated 
in the Odyssey of the Mind Competition in February, 
2007, at River Ridge School Complex.  We would like 
to congratulate them for all their hard work and 
great performances.  Two of the seven teams, “Tag 
Em” and “Out of the Box Balsa” went to the state level 
competition on April 14th in Orlando.  Below are the 
students who participated in Odyssey of the Mind.

Tag Em’ Team:  Crystal Schmitt, Sabrina Schmitt, 
Chris Stopha, Nicholas Yanez, Alex Keeney, Alex 
Cypriano, and Kayla Lawson

Around the World in Eight minutes Team:  Daniel 
Monsalve, Amy Boudreaux, Alex Elmblad, Nicole 
Finney, Alyssa Cenicola, Julia Blankenbaker, and 
Mason Peynado

Out of the Box Balsa Team:  Ellen Lovelace, Sammy 
Cenicola, Nick Ketchum, Connor Buikema, Tyler 
Fitzsimons, Eric Boudreaux, and Austin Stroup

I’m Only Thinking of You Team:  Hunter Walther,  Luke 
Suarez, Lauren Rosengold, Caitlin Matthews, Jason 
Uribe, and Miranda Hindahl

Primary Team A:  Tara Powers, Morgan Powers, Justin 
Riescher, Amanda Cypriano, Lauren Payne, Nicole 
Palermo, and Andrew Mengel

Primary Team B:  Sean Glassman, Darby Spiegel, Jordan 
Spana, Ethan Peynado, Nathaniel Acio, Natasha 
Acio, and Eric Fox

Primary Team C:  Cole Walker, Cutter Dimotta, Gabriel 
Bourjeili, Taylor Lee, and Brittany Young

About Odyssey of the Mind
Odyssey of the Mind is a creative problem-solving 

program for students K-12 and college. It provides 
teams with the opportunity to learn creative problem 
solving, teamwork, brainstorming, self-reliance, and 
respect for individual strengths—unique, unforgettable 
experiences that will serve them in every aspect of 
their lives now and in the future. 

Teams of five to seven students develop solutions 
to one of six Long Term Problems over several months, 
while practicing for a Spontaneous Problem. Teams, 
problems and competitions are organized into divisions 
by age groups. 

For more information about Odyssey of the Mind, 
go to www.floridaodyssey.org

April 27th was Bingo Night
At our last PTA General Assembly of the year, we had a wonderful turnout with lots of family 

fun. Hand in Hand entertained the kids as the 2007-08 PTA Board was introduced. After the PTA 
presented Sand Pine Assistant Principals a check enabling the school to buy 17 new computers, the 
Bingo games began. There was no shortage of lucky winners as the night progressed.

Wesley Chapel Toyota
Hand in Hand Entertainment
Flower’s Bakery
Angelo Cordano of Hyundai
Charlene Ierna of Ierna’s Air Conditioning

Las Palmas Café
Fran Lee of Arbonne
Polo’s Italian Grill
Stonewood Grill and Tavern
PTA parents and volunteers

Many thanks go to our Bingo Night sponsors
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Cutter,
We are so proud of all your hard work this year. 
Have a great summer!

Love, Mom, Dad & Sophie

Stephen and Tori,
Keep up the hard work!  
We love you very much!

—Mom & Dad

Ashley & Kelli,
You both make us proud

All our love
All our lives

—Mom & Dad

Mrs. Franks,
Thank you for being my teacher!

—Ashley

To our sons Daniel & Steven,
You make us so very proud.  
We love you both very much.

—Mom & Dad

Ms. Petrella,
Thank you for being my teacher!

—Kelli

To the Pinelands,
It’s been fun! I will miss you all.  
Thanks for the memories

—Cheryl Riley

Mrs. McSorley,
Will you write to me from Guyana  
when you’re in the Peace Corps?

—Nadeem

To my incredible PTA Board,
You are all so very special!  
Thank you for making my job so easy

—Mari Blank

To the Sand Pine Community,
Have a wonderful Summer and thank you  
for all your support this year!

—PTA Board

Sand Pine Notes

Thanks from Pre-K VE!
Little faces lit up every time I brought in your donated puzzles and toys for the Pre-K VE 

kids. We received all kinds of gifts; some that kids at your home no longer played with and 
some things that were brand new. All were appreciated and we are using all of it, including 
Leap Frogs, 12- and 24-piece puzzles, a train table, a bin shelf, CDs, ABC games, number games, 
Play-Doh, DVD/VHS player, letters, picture books, “touch and feel” books, and even table toys. 
These little guys have played and enjoyed each and every gift given! We are always happy to 
be a home for your used toys!  With a heartfelt thank you for all of your donations,  

—Marti Miller, Pre-K VE Teacher and All of the Pre-K VE Kids

One Hundred Years From Now
It won’t matter

What kind of car you drove
What kind of house you lived in

How much money you had in the bank
Nor what your clothes looked like…

BUT
The world may be a little better
Because, you were important 

In the life of a child

In appreciation of all our teachers…

excerpt from “Within My Power” by Forest Witcraft
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Thank You

PTA Gold Superstars

For more information about Sponsorships for the 2007-08 school year, visit www.sandpinepta.org

Inspiring creativity in every child!

Fun classes,
imaginative teachers, 

creative materials and inspiration!

www.abrakadoodle.com

PTA Platinum Superstars

(800) 766-8714
kidzfunentertainment.com

Platinum + Computer

Sand Pine Business Partners!
We appreciate all of the support the PTA and school business 

partners provided throughout the year.  We look forward to 
continuing our partnerships in the next school year.

Sand Pine PTA Business Partners
The Sand Pine PTA would like to thank the businesses listed 

on these pages for their generous support. They have made 
contributions that will offset the cost of publishing this newsletter. 
When you visit these businesses, please thank them for their support. 

3 4
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991-1177
www.excelmusic.us

Never pay a painter a deposit!!

Free Estimates—You don’t need to be home!

(813) 469-4072

813-977-0024 
www.coldstonecreamery.com

813-843-9460
www.protentialsports.com

PTA Gold Superstars
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Thank You Wesley Chapel Toyota 
for a Platinum Level donation to our PTA!

PTA Sponsors

Brusters Meadow Pointe Entrepreneurs Club

Children’s Dentistry, Dr. Gregory Stepanski, DDS Soleul Chocolates

Discovery Toys by Jan Ward State Farm Insurance, Ardeshir Khorsandian

Dominoes Steven Komsky Chiropractor

Juice Zone Tripp Trademark Homes

McDonald’s, J Frost Enterprises, Inc.

Silver Superstars


